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NEW    YEAR'S 

GREETINGS 


1953  is  going  —  1954  is  nearly  hero!  We  are 
nearing  another  milestone  —  a  time  when  we 
pause  a  moment  to  evaluate  the  past,  to  be 
thankful  for  all  the  lessons  the  Old  Year 
taught,  and  for  the  shining  hopes  the  New 
Year  brings.  We  are  thankful  that  all  the 
riches  and  wealth  of  faith,  and  love  and  life, 
which  came  to  us  in  the  Old  Year,  can  be  car- 
ried over  into  the  New  Year. 

At  the  beginning  of  each  year  it  is  customary 
to  make  new  resolutions.  It  is  but  natural  at 
this  time  that  we  pause  to  review  the  past  and 
plan  for  the  future;  indulge  in  reminiscences 
and  dreams,  recall  our  sorrows  and  disap- 
pointments, regret  our  mistakes  and  short- 
comings, recount  our  blessings,  and  rejoice  at 
any  successes  which  may  have  come. 

We  now  turn  our  attention  to  the  future. 
We  make  our  new  resolutions  and  dreams 
according  to  the  light  of  the  past.  We  set  new 
ideals  and  goals  to  climb  to.  We  rededicate 
ourselves  to  noble  principles  and  Christian 
standards.  We  renew  our  covenants  made  with 
the  Lord  to  live  His  Gospel  to  our  utmost 
ability.  We  resolve  to  be  'Good  Samaritans* 
every  day  of  our  lives,  and  determine  to  love 
our  neighbours  as  ourselves. 

It  is  now  time  to  make  an  intelligent  survey 
of  the  past  mistakes  and  to  come  to  a  realiza- 
tion of  them.  We  should  resolve  to  make 
these  mistakes  stepping  stones  to  future  suc- 
cesses and  not  blocks  on  the  road  to  progres- 
sion. An  evaluation  of  previous  successes  and 
a  determination  to  continue  to  build  on  im- 
provements of  the  past  should  also  be  on  our 
list  of  goals.  But  one  thing  we  should  avoid 
in  observing  and  contemplating  past  mistakes 
is  morbid  regret  which  is  so  devastating  to  the 
human  soul.  We  must  rise  above  the  errors 
of  the  past  and  cleave  unto  the  successes  with 
hopes  of  greater  accomplishments  in  the  New 
Year. 


Now  at  the  beginning  of  another  year,  with 
twelve  months  of  unmarred  days  before  us,  let 
us  unite  and  go  forward  harmoniously.  Let  all 
of  our  hearts  be  filled  with  the  spirit  of  for- 
giveness. Let  each  of  us  as  individuals  realize 
our  own  shortcomings  and  minimize  those  of 
our  friends,  neighbours  and  fellow  workers. 
May  our  hearts  be  filled  with  charity  towards 
all  men,  and  the  principles  of  mercy  and 
tolerance  be  our  principles  throughout  the 
year. 

Let  us.  each  and  all.  at  the  beginning  of  the 
New  Year,  make  a  thorough  self-examination. 
Let  us  judge  ourselves  by  the  Gospel  standards 
which  have  been  set  up  and  see  how  clearly 
our  lives  and  conduct  conform  to  them.  Let 
us  repent  of  our  weaknesses  and  imperfections 
and  resolves  that  in  the  future  we  will  in  all 
things  do  our  very  best.  But  let  us  go  ever 
farther  than  that,  and  make  daily  these  new 
resolutions. 

As  the  New  Year  is  ushered  in  and  the 
second  century  of  missionary  work  in  South 
Africa  begins,  let  us  as  members  and  mis- 
sionaries resolve  to  do  our  part  in  bringing 
forward  the  teachings  of  our  Master.  Let  us 
apply  them  in  our  lives,  and  advocate  them  to 
our  fellow  men,  thus  contributing  to  the 
establishment  of  the  Kingdom  of  God  in  this 
land. 

May  the  Lord  bless  all  the  Saints  in  this 
land  and  throughout  the  world  with  a  prosper- 
ous and  happy  New  Year. 

By  Elder  Jack  E.  Dahl. 

(Assoc.  Editor.) 
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COVENA  WARD  CHAPEL 
BUILT  IN  84  DAYS— Covena. 
California. — Covena  Ward,  Pasa- 
dena Stake,  has  set  a  new  Church 
time-record  for  building  chapels. 
From  date  cf  excavation  to  the 
last  finishing  touch  —  "signed, 
sealed  and  delivered"  —  just  84 
days  has  elapsed. 

The  project  was  undertaken 
just  three  weeks  after  the  organ- 
ization of  the  ward  on  November 
29.  1953,  by  an  enterprising  mem- 
bership intent  upon  building  its 
"first  home." 

What  is  the  secret  of  their  suc- 
cess? According  to  Jack  West 
who  sparked  the  undertaking  as 
chairman  of  the  Building  and 
Finance  Committee,  the  whole 
operation  revolves  about  "plans, 
pains  and  pennies  " 

This  was  not  to  be  just  another 
chapel  but  one  which  was  to 
meet  the  highest  requirements  in 
chapel  construction  —  a  place  for 
everybody,  with  adequate  facili- 
ties for  all  Church-sponsored 
activities. 

ONE  MILLION  VISITORS 
SEE    TEMPLE     SQUARE.— More 

than  200.000  persons  visited 
Temple  Square  through  October 
this  year  over  the  same  period  of 
1952.  Elder  Marion  D.  Hanks, 
assistant  Temple  Square  Mission 
president,   reports. 

Guides  have  made  a  record  of 
1.097.794  visitors  for  the  first  10 
months  this  year  compared  with 
886  382  persons  in  the  same 
pe"iod   1952. 

October  figures  this  year  are 
also  higher  than  the  same  month 
la^t  year. 

There  were  78  865  visitors  i" 
o.-tober.  1953.  compared  with 
76  124  in  October.  1952.  on  the 
souare.  he  noted. 

SIX  CHAPLAINS  l*n  SFR- 
VTCEMFN  HOLD  2-DAY  CON- 
FFRENCE    TN    KOREA— With    T 

Corns    in    Kcreq. — One    hundred 
and  eighty  soldiers  of  the  Latter- 


day  Saints  faith  gathered  in  the 
I  Corps  chapel.  October  23,  for  a 
two-session  conference.  Travel- 
ling by  jeep,  truck  and  foot,  the 
assemblage  was  drawn  from  the 
I  Corps  area  and  represented 
practically  every  state  in  the 
Union  as  well  as  the  Netherlands. 
New  Zealand  and  Canada. 

The  morning  session's  chief 
feature  was  the  testimonies  of 
the  16  L.D.S.  soldiers  and  these 
were  described  by  one  of  the  con- 
gregation as  "inspiring  and  edify- 
ing." 

Six  L.D.S.  chaplains  and  a 
Mormon  representative  from 
New  Zealand  spoke  during  the 
afternoon  session. 

B.Y.U.  GEOLOGISTS  FIND 
FOSSIL  OF  ANCIENT  MASTO- 
DON.— Fossils  of  an  ancient 
mastodon,  relative  of  ihe 
elephant,  were  dug  up  by  Dr.  J. 
Keith  Rigby.  assistant  professor 
of  geology  at  Brigham  Young 
University  and  six  of  his  students 
en  a  paleontology  field  triD. 

The  fossils  were  found  on  the 
upland  area  of  the  Wasatch 
Mountain  range  near  Mt.  Pleas- 
ant. The  group  found  jaw  and 
leg  bones  which  will  be  out  on 
display  in  the  Physical  Science 
Building. 

Plaster  casts  of  this  same  type 
of  animal  were  in  the  Physical 
Science  Building  last  week.  This 
was  a  cast  the  Deseret  Museum 
v  vre  the  school  several  vears  ago. 
Costs  have  been  in  storage  and 
are  now  being  cleaned  to  go  on 
f>  permanent  display  in  the 
science  building. 

The  mastodon  is  about  12  feet 
tall,  about  the  size  of  the 
elephant  in  India.  The  masto- 
don lived  here  in  this  area  about 
20  million  vears  aero  during  the 
last  ice  age.  according  to  scien- 
tists. 
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PRESIDENT 


SECOND  COUNSELLOR  IN 
THE  SECOND  PRESIDENCY 


J.  RUEBEN  CLARK  Jnr, 


By  Elder  John  A.  Widtsoe. 

Grantsvillc,  Tooele  County,  Utah  (popula- 
tion about  1,500  today)  is  one  of  the  many 
little  settlements  founded  by  the  Latter-day 
Saints  when  they  set  out  to  conquer  the  in- 
hospitable and  unfriendly  desert  in  the  Great 
Basin  of  North  America.  These  towns  be- 
came unwittingly  social  and  economical  ex- 
perimental communities.  Out  of  them  have 
come  many  of  the  strong  men  who  have  fos- 
tered the  Church  throughout  the  years. 

The  communities  were  much  like  large 
families,  all  knew  one  another;  the  sorrows  or 
joys  of  one  were  the  sorrows  or  joys  of  all. 
Everyone  had  to  work,  from  childhood  up,  or 
starve.  The  desert  was  an  implacable  foe  lick- 
ing its  chops  to  defeat  the  invaders.  It  did  not 
want  to  be  tamed.  Life  was  very  simple  in 
these  little  towns.  Simple  food  and  simple 
pleasures  were  the  order  of  the  day;  but  there 
existed  also  high  ambitions. 

The  cement  that  held  them  together  was  the 
Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  restored  through  the 
Prophet  Joseph  Smith.  The  guide  in  all  under- 
takings was  the  same  gospel.  Every  family 
prayed  together  daily;  every  social  gathering 
was  opened  and  closed  with  prayer;  the  day's 
labour  was  understood  to  be  a  contribution 
to  the  latter-day  building  of  the  kingdom  of 
God;  all  serious  conversations  centred  upon 
the  enternal  truths  of  existence,  for  which  any 
price  would  be  paid.  Life  in  these  settlements 
approached  the  hopes  of  men  throughout  the 
ages.  No  wonder  Grantsville  and  the  towns 
like  it  produced  men  great  before  God  and 
powerful  before  their  fellows. 

It  was  into  such  a  community  that  Joshua 
Reuben  Clark,  Jnr.,  an  Apostle  of  the  Church 
since  October,  1934,  and  member  of  the  First 
Presidency  since  April  9th,  1933,  was  born 
September  1st,  1871. 

He  was  wellborn.  His  father,  Joshua  Reuben 
Clark,  patriarch  in  the  Church,  was  a  veteran 
of  the  Civil  War  who  came  to  Utah  on  his 
way  to  Montana,  was  caught  by  the  truth  of 
the  restored  gospel  and  returned  to  Utah.  His 
mother  was  a  daughter  of  Edwin  D.  Woolley 
of  famous  pioneer  stock. 


A  persistence  in  the  young  man's  character 
and  a  high  ambition  drove  him  on.  Toil  did 
not  matter.  He  loved  it;  he  was  used  to  it. 
He  was  taught  the  dignity  and  necessity  of 
work  and  has  practised  it  all  his  life.  He  loved 
learning.  He  would  have  knowledge  and 
would  pay  the  price  for  it.  So  he  moved  from 
Grantsvill's  school  (he  has  restored  the  build- 
ing) to  the  Latter-day  Saints'  University,  now 
closed,  then  to  the  University  of  Utah  where 
the  regulation  that  required  six  years  to 
graduate  took  its  defeat  from  the  sharp-witted 
student  who  was  graduated  in  four  years.  He 
was  valedictorian  of  his  class,  editor  of  the 
school  paper,  president  of  the  student  body, 
leader  in  student  affairs,  and  walked  off  with 
all  available  collegiate  honours. 

Naturally  he  became  a  marked  man  among 
his  fellows.  The  redoubtable  Dr.  James  E. 
Talmage,  later  a  member  of  the  Council  of 
Twelve,  recognised  the  qualities  of  mind  and 
character  of  the  young  man  and  made  him  his 
assistant  in  the  museum  then  in  the  making, 
and  also  later,  when  Dr.  Talmage  became 
president  of  the  university.  It  was  invaluable 
training  to  be  under  the  tutelage  of  this  great 
man,  who  loved  accuracy  so  well  that  the 
letter  "S"  upside  down  on  a  page  tore  into  his 
very  soul.  Pitifully  small  was  the  allowance 
for  the  service  rendered,  but  it  was  a  welcomed 
addition  to  the  support  of  the  learning-hungry, 
ambitious  boy  from  Grantsville. 

After  graduation  he  married  the  girl  of  his 
choice,  Luacine  Savage,  daughter  of  C.  R. 
Savage,  prominent  pioneer  and  founder  of  the 
movement  to  honour  old  folk.  Throughout 
their  lives  together  she  carried  nobly  her  part 
in  the  responsibilities  and  honours  that  came 
to  them.  She  helped  rear  to  useful,  respected 
maturity  their  son  and  three  daughters.  When 
she  died  in  1944,  a  host  of  sorrowing  friends 
spoke  of  her  virtues,  her  competent,  intelligent, 
ladylike  qualities,  and  her  devotion  to  the 
work  of  the  Lord. 

Five  years  of  schoolteaching  followed  his 
university  work,  and  the  goodwill  he  won  in 
these  places  has  followed  him  down  the  years. 

But,  as  happens  to  all  young  men  of  ambi- 
tion, he  sought  further  preparation  for  life.  So 
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with  borrowed  money  he  crossed  the  continent 
with  his  wife  and  two  small  children,  to 
Columbia  University  in  New  York  City,  to 
study  law.  There  his  power  of  logical  analysis 
and  his  intellectual  industry  were  recognised 
almost  at  once.  From  the  earliest  years  he  has 
had  the  ability  to  dig  down  to  the  bottom  of 
things  whether  in  statesmanship  or  religion.  He 
became  one  of  the  editors  of  the  Columbia 
Law  Review.  When  one  of  the  eminent  pro- 
fessors was  writing  books.  Elder  Clark  was 
called  to  help,  that  is,  to  gather  data,  to 
arrange,  and  edit.  This  not  only  helped  eke 
out  his  slender  purse  but  was  also  good  train- 
ing for  the  man  who  later  was  to  do  notable 
work  in  the  governmental  and  Church  affairs. 
At  length,  the  coveted  LL.B.  degree  was  won 
in  1906.  New  he  could  really  begin  his  pro- 
fessional work. 

His  country  needed  him.  After  four  years 
of  distinguished  service  as  assistant  solicitor 
for  the  state  department  under  the  secretary. 
Elihu  Root.  He  was  appointed  solicitor,  the 
chief  legal  office  of  the  department  of  state, 
in  1910,  and  some  years  later,  after  he  had 
gone  into  private  practice,  he  was  appointed 
under-secretary  of  state,  the  second  chief  non- 
elective  post  in  the  department.  During  this 
service  in  the  state  department  he  moved  more 
and  more  into  the  field  of  international  law,  in 
which  he  became  a  foremost  authority  and  is 
so  recognised  today.  J.  Reuben  Clark,  Jnr.. 
the  Grantsville  boy,  won  from  his  work  in  the 
United  States  state  department  an  international 
reputation. 

In  1913  he  entered  private  practice  in  New 
York  and  Washington,  D.C.,  but  in  1917  he 
was  called  into  official  service  again,  com- 
missioned a  major  in  the  Army  of  World  War 
I  and  assigned  to  the  judge  advocate  general's 
office. 

However,  his  love  of  the  gospel  .and  for  his 
beloved  homeland  led  him  and  his  life  com- 
panion with  their  family  back  to  their  home 
heritage,  the  surroundings  of  their  youth. 

In  1921  he  transferred  his  law  practice  to 
Salt  Lake  City.  For  five  years  he  maintained 
his  Salt  Lake  offices,  constantly  interrupted  by 
calls  for  assistance  from  the  federal  Govern- 
ment. .  .  .  There  are  so  many  of  them  that 
it  seems  useless  to  repeat  them.  They  range 
from  the  settlement  of  international  difficul- 
ties to  personal  claims  of  citizens  against  this 
and  foreign  governments. 

In  1927,  Dwight  W.  Morrow,  ambassador  to 
Mexico,  asked  Elder  Clark  to  become  his  legal 
advisor,     since     serious     Mexican     conditions 


needed  solution  by  a  well-informed  and  trust- 
worthy person.  Three  years  later  he  was  ap- 
pointed U.S.  ambassador  to  Mexico.  During 
his  three-year  service  he  helped  settle  many  an 
international  controversy,  such  as  the  oil 
rights  of  foreigners  in  Mexico,  the  correct 
boundary  lines  between  Mexico  and  the 
United  States,  the  settlement  of  individual 
claims  between  the  two  countries,  the  division 
of  the  waters  of  Rio  Grande.  Best  of  all. 
Mexico  and  the  United  States  worked  together 
as  friends  during  President  Clark's  ambas- 
sadorship. 

The  University  of  Utah  did  itself  proud  in 
conferring  the  LL.D.  degree  on  President 
Clark,  its  academic  son.  in  1934  in  recognition 
of  his  abundant  service  to  his  country. 

President  Clark's  foremost  characteristic  is 
his  loyalty  to  the  Church.  During  his  years  in 
Washington  and  New  York,  his  was  a  Latter- 
day  Saint  household,  full  of  faith  in  the  re- 
stored gospel  of  Jesus  Christ.  There  was  no 
attempt  to  play  down  his  devoted  attachment 
to  the  Church,  its  beliefs  and  practices.  Though 
his  children  were  reared  away  from  the  stakes 
of  Zion,  they  lived  as  Latter-day  Saints  de- 
voted to  the  Gospel.  This  never-wavering 
faith  in  the  doctrine  of  the  restored  Gospel  to- 
day as  yesterday  is  the  superlative  strength  of 
J.  Reuben  Clark.  Jnr. 

It  is  not  so  well  known  that  throughout  his 
life  President  Clark  had  been  a  close  student 
of  the  Gospel.  In  the  midst  of  multitudinous 
duties  for  State  or  Church,  he  has  found  time 
for  daily  communion  with  scriptures,  ancient 
and  modern. 

His  thoughts  have  centred  upon  Jesus  the 
Christ,  with  whose  life  and  teachings  he  is 
unusually  familiar.  His  recent  book.  ON 
THE  WAY  TO  IMMORTALITY  AND 
ETERNAL  LIFE,  shows  not  only  an  intimate 
acquaintance  with  the  Gospel,  but  also  re- 
veals many  of  the  most  noticeable  phases  of 
his  character. 

Neither  is  it  well  known  that  President  Clark 
has  distinct  writing  ability.  Many  of  his  re- 
ports to  the  state  department  are  used  as  text- 
books in  government  circles  and  elsewhere  .  . 
And  when  he  speaks,  it  is  with  a  driving  force 
which  leaves  a  long  impression  upon  the 
listener. 

His  friends  who  know  him  remember  him 
as  one  who  amidst  the  vicissitude  of  life,  loves 
the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  first  of  all  and  above 
all  else.     Therefore,  in  place  of  the  things  of 

(Continued  on  page  8) 
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PRESIDENT    Mc  KAY'S 

VISIT 


President  David  O.  McKay,  accompanied 
by  Sister  McKay  and  President  A.  Hamer 
Reiser,  President  of  the  British  Mission,  will 
arrive  in  Johannesburg  by  air  on  January  9th. 

Due  to  the  tremendous  demand  on  Presi- 
dent McKays  time  his  visit  to  South  Africa 
will  be  a  short  but  very  welcome  visit. 

His  itinerary  includes:  after  leaving  New 
York  on  January  2nd  he  will  visit  London, 
Basle  and  Lisbon,  arriving  at  Johannesburg  on 
the  9th.     Conference   will    be   held    in   Johan- 


nesburg on  the  10th,  and  President  McKay 
and  party  will  leave  for  Cape  Town  on  the 
12th  January.  He  will  preside  over  the  Mis- 
sionary Convention  at  Cape  Town  from  the 
13th  to  the   19th. 

He  will  leave  Cape  Town  on  January  19th 
for  Johannesburg,  arriving  at  8.45  p.m..  and 
will  depart  the  next  morning  for  South 
America,  for  a  month's  tour  of  the  Missions 
there  before  returning  to  United  States  on 
February    16th. 


HATE  —  AND  THE 
HOLLOW    HEART 


By  Richard  L.  Evans 

Among  the  long  list  of  things  that  make 
men  unhappy,  none  is  more  devoutly  to  be 
avoided  than  hate  in  the  human  heart.  And 
among  all  the  elements  and  ingredients  of 
which  happiness  is  made,  none  of  them,  nor  all 
of  them  together,  will  produce  the  desired 
product  without  love.  The  physical  factors  of 
unhappiness,  ill  health  and  hurts  and  hardships 
and  others?  and  the  passing  jealousies,  the 
passing  anger,  the  passing  envy,  failure,  dis- 
couragement, uncertainty,  resentment  against 
injustice  —  all  these  may  be  difficult  at  times 
to  bear,  and  may  at  times  seem  all  but  un- 
bearable. But  in  all  of  them  together  there  is 
not  so  much  of  malignancy  as  there  is  in  the 
unhappiness  that  comes  with  hate.  Even  some 
deeply  serious  sorrows  may  have  in  them  an 
element  of  sweetness.  At  least  there  are  sor- 
rows that  mellow  men.  But  there  is  no  sweet- 
ness in  hate.  In  hate  there  is  only  a  hard  and 
an  ever  yet  harder  hardness.  Even  punishment 
in  hate  misses  its  purpose.  With  hate  we  can 
hurt  or  harden  a  person  or  crush  him  com- 
pletely. But  the  punishment  .hat  more  likely 
leads  to  repentance  and  improvement   is   "by 


persuasion,  by  long-suffering  .  .  .  and  by  love 
unfeigned;  .  .  .  reproving  betimes  with  sharp- 
ness .  .  .  and  then  showing  forth  afterwards  an 
increase  of  love  toward  him  whom  thou  has 
reproved,  lest  he  esteem  thee  to  be  his  enemy." 
There  may  be  some  who  seem  to  be  deserving 
of  hate,  but  there  is  none  who  can  afford  to 
pay  the  price  of  hating  because  of  what  hating 
does  to  the  hater  inside  himself.  It  is  a  poison 
that  compounds  other  poisons  in  a  literal, 
physical  sense.  Besides  its  mental,  emotional, 
and  spiritual  ravages  it  does  damage  to  the 
very  physical  make-up  of  a  man.  Hate  voids 
the  other  virtues.  With  it  there  is  no  peace,  no 
happiness.  With  it  there  is  meanness  from 
man  to  man.  And  he  who  lets  hate  have  hold 
of  him  will  be  destroyed  by  it.  if  he  doesn't 
control  and  conquer  it.  These  are  written  as 
being  foremost  among  the  commandments: 
"Thou  shalt  love  the  Lord  thy  God  with  all 
they  heart,  and  .  .  .  thy  neighbour  as  thyself." 
We  may  give  alms  and  admonitions;  we  may 
keep  other  commandments'?  but  without  love 
there  is  sterility  in  the  letter  of  the  law;  with- 
out love  the  hearts  of  men  are  hollow;  but  with 
it  all  things  may  be  bearable. 
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THE    GOSPEL  EMBODIES 
ALL  TRUTH 


Address  given   by   Elder  George  Q.   Morris — 

Assistant  to  the  Council  of  the  Twelve — 

October  Conference,  1952. 

My  dear  brethren  and  sisters,  I  am  thank- 
ful for  the  privilege  of  being  with  you  in  this 
great  conference.  As  I  approach  this  duty 
that  has  been  assigned  me,  I  humbly  pray  for 
the  Lord  to  direct  that  which  I  should  say.  and 
I  invite  your  sympathetic  feelings  and  prayer 
on  my  behalf. 

1  think  there  is  nothing  any  man  can  say 
of  himself  that  will  tend  towards  our  salvation. 
The  Lord  has  said  that  we  can  do  nothing  in 
this  work  without  him.  I  have  been  grateful 
in  my  heart  during  these  services  that  we  have 
the  truth.  How  wonderful  it  is  to  have  the 
truth  upon  which  to  stand;  and  to  have  it  as  a 
guide,  as  a  support,  as  an  enlightenment.  The 
Apostle  Paul  referred  to  the  gospel  as  "the 
power  of  God  unto  salvation."  Truth  is  of 
God,  and  only  truth  tends  towards  salvation. 
There  is  no  power  in  error  except  to  destroy, 
to  spoil,  to  bring  sorrow  and  regret  and  failure. 
We  often  speak  and  frequently  dwell  upon  the 
need  for  salvation.  May  we  assume  that  we 
accept  the  truth,  that  we  need  salvation.  We 
are  here  on  the  earth,  banished  from  the 
presence  of  God  until  we  come  back  into  his 
presence  through  faith  and  through  his 
gospel  and  through  obedience.  We  can  only 
come  there  through  principles  of  truth  and 
righteousness.  We  can  come  back  into  his 
presence  where  we  belong,  only  by  following 
the  plan  that  he  has  outlined  for  us.  No  one 
else  could  outline  it.  That  is  his  prerogative. 
It  his  his  work  and  his  glory  to  bring  salvation 
to  his  children,  and  he  is  the  one  to  plan  for 
that  salvation.  It  is  planned  according  to 
eternal  principles. 

I  urge  our  young  people  with  all  my  heart 
to  learn  the  doctrines  of  this  Church,  for  in  its 
doctrines,  in  its  precepts,  in  its  teachings  is  the 
power  of  God  unto  our  salvation.  T  urge  the 
young  people  in  this  Church  to  accept  as  a 
fact,  that  whatever  success  they  may  attain  to 
in  this  life,  if  they  do  not  secure  salvation  in 
the  kingdom  of  God,  then  that  success  is 
failure.  We  are  the  children  of  God.  We  be- 
long  back    in   his   presence   when    this   life   is 


over.  II  we  do  not  reach  there.  v\e  have  failed. 
Only  the  principles  of  eternal  life  taught  in  the 
gospel  will  bring  us  to  that  salvation. 

So  many  people  say,  "Well,  we  want  to  be 
honest.  We  want  to  be  good  citizens.  We 
want  to  be  true  to  our  neighbours  and  our 
friends.  We  need  no  intermediary  between  us 
and  God.  We  will  do  what  is  right  and  trust 
to  the  future."  Well,  they  are  leaning  on  a 
broken  reed.  God  has  prescribed  the  prin- 
ciples that  will  save  us  and  exalt  us  in  his 
presence,  and  they  are  embodied  in  the  teach- 
ings of  the  Church.  And  we  are  taught  these 
principles  because  they  are  necessary  for  our 
salvation.  I  would  that  all  our  young  people 
would  study  the  doctrines  of  this  Church  faith- 
fully, be  constant  readers  of  its  scriptures,  and 
know  what  is  truth.  Then  when  they  go  forth 
in  the  world,  in  their  affairs,  in  college,  in  their 
occupations,  they  would  have  standards  by 
which  to  judge  all  things:  and  if  any  things  are 
contacted  in  their  lives  that  do  not  conform  to 
the  teachings  of  this  Church,  that  are  contrary 
to  it  and  the  teachings  and  principles  of  the 
gospel,  then  those  things  should  be  rejected  or 
laid  on  the  shelf.  They  should  not  be 
adopted. 

Now  the  Lord  teaches  us  that  we  are  the 
children  of  God.  that  we  have  a  Father  in 
heaven.  That  is  a  fundamental  truth  of  the 
sosoel.  And  that  we  are  to  worship  him  and 
keep  his  commandments.  T  remember  not 
long  ago  reading  of  a  survey  made  among 
college  students.  They  were  asked  to  give 
their  conception  of  what  God  was  like,  and 
one  of  them  said  he  considered  that  God  was 
like  an  oblong  cloud.  Well,  now  I  don't  know 
where  he  got  that  idea,  that  God  was  an  oblong 
cloud.  He  didn't  get  it  out  of  the  teachings 
of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  or  the  gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ.  What  salvation  can  there  be  in  be- 
lieving that  God  is  an  oblong  cloud.  Tt  is  an 
error.  Tt  cannot  save.  Tt  can  only  destroy. 
We  frequently  go,  and  our  elders  have  gone 
to  others  to  bring  them  the  message  of  the 
gospel,  and  as  we  begin  to  teach  them  the 
reality  of  God  as  our  Father,  they  imme- 
diately reject  the  idea  of  God  being  in  the 
form   of  man   or  being  in   any  form  that  we 
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can  conceive  of  and  understand  because  Ihcj 
say,  in  their  superior  knowledge,  that  God  is 
unknowable.  If  we  could  know  God,  the\ 
say,  he  wouldn't  be  God.  Well,  to  such  ex- 
tremes have  gone  the  speculations  and  ration- 
alizings  of  men  who  have  not  known  the  truth. 
Can  there  be  inspiration:  Can  there  be  help. 
such  as  the  brethren  have  been  speaking  of  in 
having  blessings  and  guidance  and  comfort 
and  support,  from  an  unknown  God:  The 
teaching  of  the  gospel  is  that  a  knowledge  of 
God  and  of  his  Son,  Jesus  Christ,  is  essential 
for  our  eternal  life  and  salvation. 

We  are  taught  to  believe  in  faith  and  repen- 
tance and  baptism,  for  admission  to  his 
Church  and  kingdom.  Can  we  believe  in 
something  else  and  be  saved  through  it:  It  is 
impossible. 

I  went  into  a  great  New  York  church,  one 
of  the  finest  in  New  York,  at  the  beginning  of 
last  year.  There  was  a  splendid  audience 
of  men  and  women.  I  respect  them  and  give 
them  full  credit  for  sincerity  in  their  worship. 
It  happened  to  be  the  time  when  they  received 
new  members  into  their  church.  There  stood 
up  on  the  front  row  about  five  or  six  people 
who  had  come  to  join  the  church  One  of  the 
ministers  came  down  to  the  front  seat  and  said 
to  them,  "Do  you  believe  in  Jesus  Christ?" 
They  said,  "Yes."  He  stepped  up  to  them  and 
shook  hands  with  them,  and  said,  "We  wel- 
come you  into  the  church."  Now  does  that 
mean  salvation  for  them  through  that  church? 
He  didn't  say,  "I  welcome  you  into  the  Church 
of  Jesus  Christ."  He  was  consistent  in  that, 
because  people  are  not  brought  into  the 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  in  that  way.  The 
Apostle  Peter  told  them  how  to  come  into  the 
Church  —  when  they  had  repented  of  their 
sins  to  be  baptized  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ 
for  the  remission  of  their  sins  that  they  might 
receive  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  That's  a 
true  principle.  If  we  believe  in  that  and  obey 
that  principle,  then  there  comes  salvation  to  us 
as  we  go  forward  obeying  the  truth.  And  so 
we  may  progress  with  respect  to  all  truth. 

The  statement  is  frequently  made  that  the 
gospel  embodies  all  truth,  and  I  can  see  one 
very  good  reason  for  saying  that,  because  the 
Lord  says  that  if  we  will  keep  his  command- 
ments, we  will  grow  in  knowledge  and  in  truth 
until  we  have  all  truth.  It  is  our  prerogative 
as  children  of  God,  by  obedience,  to  gain  all 
truth.  It  is  all  embodied  in  the  gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ. 


I  hope  that  when  our  young  men  go  out  to 
college  that  they  will  continue  their  study  of 
the  scriptures,  that  they  will  continue  their 
activities  in  the  Church  insofar  as  it  is  possibje 
where  they  are  located;  and  if  they  are  desiring 
with  all  their  hearts  to  continue  in  their  activi- 
ties, they  will  probably  find  a  way  of  doing  it. 
I  believe  that  young  men  may  go  through  col- 
lege and  preserve  their  faith  and  grow  in  faith 
and  in  intelligence  and  understanding  if  they 
will  be  faithful  and  true  to  their  religious 
obligations,  but  if  they  do  not  do  that,  they 
may  lose  their  faith.  If  there  is  anyone  who 
whats  to  go  to  college  and  hasn't  the  spiritual 
capacity  to  take  on  a  college  education  with- 
out losing  his  faith,  he  had  better  stay  on  the 
farm  and  do  his  duty  in  the  Church,  and  serve 
his  fellow  men  and  serve  God,  and  grow  in 
knowledge  and  intelligence  and  power  there, 
because  all  the  things  he  might  get  in  colleges 
do  not  lead  to  intelligence.  If  a  thing  is  true, 
it  does.     If  it  isn't  true,  it  does  not. 

So,  my  brethren  and  sisters,  thank  the  Lord 
for  the  truth.  Thank  the  Lord  for  the  gospel 
of  Jesus  Christ.  Thank  the  Lord  for  the 
splendid  leaders  God  has  raised  up  to  instruct 
us  and  counsel  us  and  direct  us.  Let  our  youth 
preserve  teachable  hearts  and  minds,  enlight- 
ened by  the  spirit  and  power  of  the  Holy 
Ghost.  Then  they  can  go  through  all  the  col- 
leges in  the  world,  and  all  the  occupations  and 
needed  experiences  in  the  world,  and  preserve 
their  faith  and  be  successful  as  men  among 
men,  and  always  be  thorough  Latter-day 
Saints,  and  they  are  successful  indeed. 

May  God  give  us  power,  and  the  youth  of 
our  Church  power,  to  hold  on  to  the  faith,  to 
love  it  with  all  their  hearts,  to  incorporate  it  in 
their  lives,  to  give  it  first  place,  so  that  God 
may  bless  and  preserve  them,  and  mav  we  all 
do  this  and  follow  this  principle.  I  humbly 
pray,  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ.    Amen. 


(Continued  from  page  5) 

the  earth  that  he  lost  when  he  obeyed  the  call 
to  the  Church  service,  he  has  a  large  credit  on 
the  books  of  God.  .  .  .  And  so  he  toils  along, 
living  out  his  own  adage  that  it  matters  not 
what  vour  position  may  be.  but  how  well  the 
work  is  done  —  and  his  work  is  well  done. 

The  life  of  J.  Reuben  Clark.  Jnr..  of  which 
the  merest  sketch  is  here  given,  is  notable  in  its 
activity  and  a  lesson  to  all  who  would  attain 
greatness  before  man  and  God. 
(From  the  Improvement  Era,  August,  1951.) 
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PRAY  ALWAYS 

REPENTANT,   AND    WITH  FAITH 


CONFERENCE  ADDRESS 
By  President  J.  Reuben  Clark  Jr. 

My  brothers  and  sisters,  I  stand  before  you 
asking  in  humility  and  in  sincerity  an  interest 
in  your  faith  and  prayers,  that  what  1  may  say 
may  be  helpful  to  all  of  us.  You  know,  we 
ask  these  blessings  in  stern  reality,  not  as  a 
matter  of  form,  but  in  a  reality  that  we  have 
that  without  the  help  of  our  Heavenly  Father. 
we  are  not  able  in  and  of  ourselves  to  do  much. 

Not  only  are  we  a  singing  people,  but  we 
are  also  a  praying  people,  and  our  prayers  go 
to  our  Heavenly  Father  knowing  that  he  can 
hear,  does  hear,  and  will,  in  his  wisdom, 
answer,  perhaps  not  always  in  the  way  we 
think  they  should  be  answered,  because  our 
prayers  should  always  be  that  they  be  answered 
in  accordance  with  his  mind  and  his  will,  and 
the  answers  so  come  to  us.  When  we  pray,  we 
should,  of  course,  express  our  desires  as  to  the 
things  we  wish,  but  we  should  always  pray 
with  an  open  mind,  asking  the  Lord  to  bestow 
the  blessings  upon  us  in  his  wisdom.  We 
should  not  pray  and  ask  the  Lord  to  give  us 
what  we,  ourselves,  want,  and  importune  him 
to  that  effect,  except  all  subject  to  his  will. 

This  question  of  prayer,  and  the  answer  of 
prayer,  is  basic  with  us.  Behind  it  lies  the  full 
doctrine  of  continuous  revelation,  because  we 
pray  that  God  will  give  us  his  revelation  and 
his  inspiration.  Over  the  years,  I  know  that 
every  person  in  this  great  Tabernacle  has  seen 
manifestations  of  the  power  of  the  Lord  in 
answer  to  prayer. 

The  record  indicates  that  when  the  Saviour, 
himself,  approached  great  crises  in  his  career 
on  earth,  he  always  went  to  his  Father  in 
prayer  and  asked  for  help  and  for  guidance, 
and  the  Father  never  failed. 

You  remember  the  first  great  prayer  that 
opened  this  dispensation.  It  was  uttered  in 
response  to  those  statements  of  James: 

'If  any  of  you  (not  just  particular  ones,  but 
if  any  of  you)  lack  wisdom,  let  him  ask  of 
God,  that  giveth  to  all  men  liberally,  and 
upbraideth  not:  and  it  shall  be  given  him. 

"But  let  him  ask  in  faith,  nothing  wavering. 
For  he  that  wavereth  is  like  a  wave  of  the  sea 
driven  with  the  wind  and  tossed. 


"For  let  not  that  man  think  that  he  shall  re- 
ceive anything  of  the  Lord,"  .  .  .  unless  he  so 
prays.    (James  1:  5-7.) 

From  this  prayer  thus  motivated,  came  one 
of  the  greatest  visions  in  recorded  history,  the 
visit  of  the  Father  and  the  Son  to  the  young 
boy  praying  in  the  woods,  the  Prophet  Joseph 
Smith. 

I  say  once  more,  this  is  the  motive  of  this 
whole  modern  dispensation.  Pray,  pray 
always,  has  been  the  counsel  of  our  leaders,  of 
our  prophets,  and  of  our  Heavenly  Father. 

During  those  great  discourses  which  the 
Saviour  preached  the  night  before  the  cruci- 
fixion, he  continually  recurred  to  this  thought: 

"...  whatsoever  ye  shall  ask  the  Father  in 
my  name,  he  will  give  it  you."  (John  16:23.) 

But  we  should  have  in  mind,  in  connection 
with  that,  the  words  of  the  Prophet  Aaron  on 
this  continnent,  when  he  said  we  must  ask  in 
faith,  with  a  repentant  soul.  That  is  the  only 
basis  of  prayer  that  will  bring  us  the  things 
which  we  seek. 

If  you  would  know  what  prayer  and  faith 
combined  can  do,  read  the  account  of  the 
brother  of  Jared,  when  he  went  before  the 
Lord  and  requested  that  the  Lord  provide  light 
for  the  vessels  that  were  to  carry  them  over  the 
sea. 

You  remember  that  the  brother  of  Jared 
prayed  so  mightily  that  he  saw  the  finger  of 
the  Lord  touch  the  stones  that  would  give 
them  light,  and  the  account  says  that  his  faith 
was  so  great  that  he  could  not  be  kept  outside 
the  veil:  he  went  beyond  the  veil  that  beclouds 
our  eyes  and  saw  the  finger  of  the  Lord.  The 
Lord  asked,  what  else  did  vou  see.  and  he  said, 
nothing  but  the  finger,  and  told  of  his  humility 
and  of  his  anxieties.  Then  the  Lord  showed 
himself  to  him  as  he  was  to  appear  on  earth. 

You  remember  that  well-known  incident  of 
Elijah  and  the  priests  of  Baal,  how  Elijah,  in 
faith  and  in  praver,  thwarted  the  designs  of 
the  priests  of  Baal,  vanquished  them  and 
brought  down  from  heaven  the  fire  which  con- 
sumed not  only  the  bullock  that  was  offered 
for  sacrifice,  but  also  the  wood  on  which  it 
was  laid,  the  stones  on  which  that  was  laid, 
and  then  licked  up  the  water  that  had  been 
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poured    over    it    all    and    had    collected    in    the 

trench. 

■'Prayer  i^  the  soul's  sincere  desire."     Pray, 

my  brothers  and  sisters.  Pray  lor  inspiration. 
Pray  for  wisdom.  And  if  you  would  know 
for  what  yOU  might  pray,  read  the  words  of 
Amulek  when  he  told  you  you  might  praj  foi 
your  crops  and  your  herds,  that  you  might 
pray  that  you  would  not  be  overcome  In  youi 
enemies,  and  for  all  the  rest  ol  the  things  that 
you  need  in  your  daily  lives.  But  remember 
the  teaching  of  Aaron:  Prayer  must  have  as  a 
foundation,  repentance  of  sin  and   faith. 

I  refer  again  to  the  words  o\'  the  Saviour  on 
that   last   night.      You   would   do   well    to 
those    last    chapters    of   John.      Ponder    them. 
They  contain  so  much  that  is  of  value  to  us. 

Recall  the  miracle  at  the  Gate  Beautiful 
performed  by  Peter,  when  he  said  to  the 
beggar  who  was  carried  there  each  morning, 
lam?  from  his  mother's  womb:  "Look  on  us." 
And  the  beggar  looked,  expecting  alms,  and 
Peter  said,  "Silver  and  Gold  have  I  none;  but 
such  as  1  have  1  give  thee:  In  the  name  of 
Jesus  Christ  of  Nazareth  rise  up  and  walk." 
And  the  man  rose  up  and  walked  and  leaped 
and  went  with  them  into  the  temple,  and  then 
the  leaders  in  Israel  had  Peter  arrested,  and  he 
and  John  were  tried,  and  sentence  passed. 
(Acts  3:1  IT.) 

But  the  thing  I  want  to  refer  to  is  what 
Peter  said  (as  has  already  been  quoted  here  a 
number  of  times)  to  the  Sanhedrin,  when 
asked  by  what  name  he  did  this: 

"...  By  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ  of 
Nazareth  .  .  .  for  there  is  none  other  name 
under  heaven  given  among  men,  whereby  we 
must  be  saved."  (Ibid.,  4:10,  12.) 

I  want  to  add  my  testimony  to  those  that 
have  already  been  borne,  that  Jesus  is  the 
Christ,  the  Son  of  God.  That  he  lived,  moved, 
preached,  acted,  performed  his  miracles,  was 
crucified,  laid  in  the  tomb,  and  on  the  morning 
of  the  third  day  he  rose  from  the  tomb.  That 
he  was  seen  thereafter,  first,  apparently,  by 
Mary  Magdalene,  out  of  whom  he  had  cast 
seven  devils.  It  was  remarkable  that  a  woman 
of  that  kind  should  have  had  the  faith  to  be 
the  first  to  view  the  Saviour  after  his  resurrec- 
tion: That  he  then  appeared  to  the  women  of 
Galilee  and  then  to  the  two  on  the  way  to 
Emmaus,  and  sometime  during  the  day  to 
Peter.  Then  to  the  ten  assembled  in  the  cham- 
ber at  night,  and  a  week  later  to  the  eleven. 
Then  to  the  multitudes  on  the  Sea  of  Galilee, 
and  then  to  James,  and  then  to  Peter,  James, 
and  John,  Nathanael  and  Thomas  called  Didv- 


niiis.  and  two  others  on  the    Sea    of   Galilee, 

then  to  the  eleven  prior  to  his  ascension.  Thai 
then    he    appeared    on    this    continent     to     the 
Nephites.     And  finally   to  Joseph  in  the  Wi 
introduced    by   the    Father,   himself,   in    person; 
later  to  Joseph  and  Sidney  in  the  temple. 

lo  all  o\'  these  things  I  bear  witness  that  the 
Spirit  has  borne  its  witness  to  me. 

Brethren  and  sisters,  pray,  pray  in  humility. 
pray  always,  pray  in  your  families,  pray  in 
secret:  live,  keeping  the  commandments  of  the 
Lord,  so  that  \our  prayers  may  ascend  to  our 
Heavenly  Father.  So  live  that  when  occasion 
comes,  you  may  go  to  our  Heavenly  Father 
and  in  faith  seek  his  aid  on  behalf  of  your 
loved  ones  who  are  sick.  I  testify  to  you  that 
the  Lord  can  hear  the  prayers  of  his  Saints, 
when  they  seek  him,  in  humility,  on  behalf  of 
their  sick.    I  know  it. 

May  the  Lord  add  to  the  testimony  of  each 
of  us,  build  us  up  and  strengthen  us,  may  he 
give  us  the  spirit  of  prayer,  that  we  may  at  all 
times  be  able  to  go  to  him,  and  that  he  at  all 
times  will  feel  able  to  come  to  us,  in  answer  to 
our  prayers,  I  humbly  pray,  in  the  name  of 
Jesus.     Amen. 


IT  ISN'T  COSTLY 

Does  the  grouch  get  richer  quicker  than  the 

friendly  sort  of  man? 
Can  the  grumbler  labour  better    than    the 

cheerful  fellow  can? 
Is   the  mean   and  churlish  neighbour   any 

cleverer  than  the  one 
Who  shouts  a  glad  "good    morning,"    and 

then  smiling  passes  on? 
Just  stop  and  think  about  it      Have  you 

ever  known  or  seen 
A  mean  man  who  succeeded,  just  because 

he  was  so  mean? 
When  you  find  a  grouch  with  honours  and 

with  money  in  his  pouch. 
You  can  bet  he  didn't  win  them  just  be- 
cause he  was  a  grouch. 
Oh,  you'll  not  be  any  poorer  if  you  smile 

along  your  way, 

And  your  lot  will  not   be    harder    for   the 
kindly  things  you  say. 

Don't  imagine  you  are    wasting    time    for 
others  that  you  spend: 

You  can  rise  to  wealth  and  glory  and  still 
pause  to  be  a  friend. 

—Edgar  A.  Guest. 
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STATISTICS 

BIRTHS  AND  BLESSINGS 

LINDA  DENISE  KOTZE,  daughter  of  Henclrick 
and  Hazel  Van  Eck  Kotze,  born  on  the  12th 
March,  1953,  and  blessed  on  the  J9th  March, 
1953.  at  Ramah  by  Brother  Hans  Rohde. 

WALTER  KENNETH  RANDALL,  son  of  Walter 
and  Lotte  Grunert  Randall,  was  born  on  the 
12th  June,  1953,  and  blessed  on  the  6th  Di  i 
ber,  1953,  by  Elder  Lowell  D.  Wood  at  Durban. 

STANFORD  PETER  SMITH,  son  of  Frank  and 
Guiditta  Mangiagalli  Smith,  of  Touws  River, 
was  born  on  the  19th  October.  1953.  and 
blessed  on  the  13th  December.  1953,  at 
Cumorah,  by  Brother  Thomas  Wilson.  Snr. 

TRUDY  MAXINE  MULLER,  daughter  of 
Reginald  and  Jean  Millian  Muller  <  non- 
members  )  cf  Queenstown,  was  blessed  on  the 
13th  December,  1953,  by  Brother  Norman  G. 
Muir  at  Ramah. 

MARGARET  LINDA  SANDERS,  daughter  of 
Andries  and  Margaretha  Botes  Sanders,  was 
blessed  on  the  13th  December,  1953.  by  Elder 
Geo.  B.  Everton  at  Pretoria. 

MARY  ELIZABETH  SANDERS,  daughter  of 
Frank  and  Elizabeth  Coetzer  Sanders,  was 
blessed  on  the  12th  December.  1953,  by  Elder 
Geo.  B.  Everton  at  Pretoria. 

CARLINE  CLARISSA  OSMAN,  daughter  cf 
Ernest  and  Edwina  Kunitz  Osman.  was 
blessed  on  the  13th  December,  1953.  by  Elder 
Geo.  B.  Everton  at  Pretoria. 

BAPTISMS   AND   CONFIRMATIONS 

ALBERT  CHAMBERLAIN  was  baptised  on  the 
6th  December,  1953.  by  Elder  Gerald  Wein- 
heirrer  and  confirmed  on  the  same  day  by 
Brother  Clarence  R.  Doller  at  Port  Elizabeth. 

JAN  STEPHANUS  JOUBERT  was  baptised  on 
the  6th  December,  1953.  by  Elder  Lowell  D. 
Wood  and  confirmed  on  the  same  day  by 
John  H.  Everton  at  Port  Elizabeth 

KATHLEEN  JOYCE  TAGGART  was  baptised 
on  the  13th  December.  1953,  by  Elder  Jerrold 
W.  Warner  and  confirmed  on  the  same  day 
by  Elder  Daniel  A.  Bundy  at  Springs. 

MAUD  MARION  (LIN)  TAGGART  was  bap- 
tised on  the  13th  December.  1953,  by  Elder 
Jerrold  W.  Warner  and  confirmed  on  the 
same  day  by  Elder  Daniel  A.  Bundy  at 
Spiings. 


JOHANNA  MARIA  (NIEDERHEITMANN) 
WOLLESCHAK  was  baptised  on  the  13th 
December,   ii»53,  by  Eldpr  Jerrold  w.  Wa 

I  on  the  same  day  by  Elder  Ken- 
at  Springs. 

JASMIN  LAURA  FLORENCI  PATIENCE  was 
baptised  on  the  13th  December,  1953.  by  Eld«-r 
Ben  R.  Olsen  and  confirmed  on  the  same  day 
by  Elder  D.  R.  Lindsay  at  Springs. 

WILLIAM  \K'l  III  K  PRIDEAUX  was  baptised 
and  confirmed  on  the  13th  December.  1953.  by 
Elder  Jerrold  W.  Warner  av  Springs. 

CECILIA  MARCELLE  COPELAND,  daughter  of 
Sydney  and  Maria  Louw  Copeland.  was  bap- 
tised on  the  13th  December.  1953.  by  Elder 
Ben.  R.  Olsen  and  confirmed  en  the  same  day 
by  Elder  Michael  J.  Clarke  at  Ramah. 

CATHERINE  JOYCE  FRANCE-BROTHER 
TON.  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Margarietha 
Beyers  France-Brotherton.  was  baptised  on 
the  13th  December.  1953.  by  Elder  Geo.  B. 
Everton  and  confirmed  on  the  same  day  by 
Elder  Merril  B.   Hansen  at  Pretoria. 

MARGARETHA  MARIA  (BOTES)  SANDERS 
was  baptised  and  confirmed  on  the  13th 
December,  1953.  by  Elder  Geo.  B.  Everton  at 
Pretoria. 

MARGARET    (FADDIGON)    BOTES    was    bap- 
tised  on   the    13th   December.    1953.    by   Elder 
Geo.  B.  Everton  and  confirmed  on  the  same 
dav  bv  Elder  Michael  J.  Clarke  at  Pretoria. 
ORDINATIONS 

WILLIAM   WOOD   was  ordained   a   Teacher  in 
the    Aaronic    Priesthood,    before    he    left    for 
U.S.A..    on    August    16.    1953.    by    Brother 
Francis  M.  T.  Donly  at  Ramah. 

ERIC   WOOD   was   ordained    a   Deacon    in   the 
Aaronic  Priesthood  on  the  16lh  August.  1953. 
by  Elder  Michael  J.  Clarke  at  Ramah. 
MARRIAGE 

DOREEN     ELAINE     DOMMANN,    daughter    of 
Brother  and  Sister  Banfield.  of  Krugersdorn. 
was  married  to  Leendert  Willem  Koel.  on  the 
5th  December.   1953.  at  Johannesburg. 
DEATH 

CLARA  ELIZABETH  HENRIETTA  (JEPPE) 
(ENSLIN)  LERM  passed  away  on  the  11th 
December.  1953.  at  Cape  Town  The  cause 
being  Heart  Failure. 


ARRIVALS  . 

ELDERS  ROYAL  L.  CHRISTENSEN.  FRANK 
M.  CROWTHER,  JACK  DONALD  FISHER. 
GARY  D.  FORBUSH.  WINSTON  M.  FAUX. 
ROYAL  D.  JENSEN,  JERALD  R.  JOHANSEN. 
and  CURTIS  LARRY  TRACY  arrived  aboard 
the  "Pretoria  Castle"  on  December  18th.  1953. 
Elder  Christensen  comes  from  Shelley.  Idaho: 
Elder  Crowther  from  Fountain  Green,  Utah: 
Elder  Fisher  from  Salt  Lake  City.  Utah;  Elder 
Forbush  from  Salt  Lake  City.  Utah:  Elder 
Faux  from  Salt  Lake  City.  Utah:  Elder  Jensen 
from  Malad.  Idaho:  Elder  Johansen  from 
Mount  Pleasant,  Utah:  and  Elder  Tracy  comes 

from  Elmo.  Idaho. 


Elder  Christensen  has  been  assigned  to 
labour  in  Springs  with  Elder  Charles  M.  Ses- 
sions as  companion:  Elder  Crowther  assigned 
to  labour  in   '.  ing  with  Eld^r  Don  M. 

L?Barson      as      companion:       Elder      Fisher 
assigned    to    labour     in    Johannesburg,    with 
Elder  Merrill  B.  Hansen  as  companion;  Elders 
Forbush   and   Jensen    have    been    assigned   to 
ur      in      Goodwood.     CaDe.     with     Elders 
Orsmrre    and    Elliott    as    companions:    Elder 
ii.,ned  to  labour  in  Brakpan. 
Transvaal,    with    Elder    Ruel    Hyer    as    com- 
panion: Elder  Johansen  has  oeen  assigned  to 
i  Continued  on  page  12) 
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labour  in  Krugersdorp.  Transvaal,  with  Elder 
Dunn  as  companion;  Elder  Tracy  has  been 
assigned  to  labour  in  Johannesburg  with 
Elder  Eddy  as  companion. 


May  the  Lord  grant  these  new  missionaries 

success  and   happiness   in  their   labours  and 

may  they  serve  Him  faithfully.      We  welcome 

them  to  the  South  African  Mission. 


TRANSFERS 


ELDER  DON  M.  LEBARON  was  transferred  to 
the  Transvaal  District  from  N'Kana,  Northern 
Rhodesia,  to  labour  with  Elder  Charles  M. 
Sessions,  on  December  5th,  1953. 


ELDER  CHARLES  M.  SESSIONS  was  trans- 
ferred from  N'Kana,  Northern  Rhodesia,  to 
the  Transvaal  District  to  labour  with  Elder 
Don  M.  LeBaron,  on  December  5th,  1953. 


PR5TOR1A 
IjOHlNNfSBUBOr 
\kIMBERLEY 

lBLO£MfONI!IN>^DUBBAH 

_'EA5T  LOUDON 

CAPE  TOWN  r 

PORT  ELIZABETH 


BLOEMFONTEIN  BRANCH 

Branch  President:  Elder  Orval  J.  Birks, 
25  Orange  St.,  Bloemfontein. 

Reported  by  Elder  Birks. 

We  have  received  word  that  the  Wilfred 
Wrench  family  have  found  a  new  home  in 
Johannesburg  and  we  hope  they  will  find 
plenty  of  work  there  in  the  Branch  to  keep 
them  busy.  We  miss  them,  but  we  have  been 
blessed  with  the  addition  of  Sister  Johanna 
Utermohlen  and  her  four  fine  children  to  take 
their  place.  They  have  just  returned  from 
Kroonstad.  We  sincerely  hope  they  will  be 
happy  in  our  midst. 

A  good  time  was  had  by  all  at  the  Birthday 
Party  of  Shirley  Spear,  held  at  the  Garden 
Spot  of  the  Free  State,  Mazelspoort  where 
most  all  present  enjoyed  a  dip  in  the  cool 
water.  Elizabeth  Daubney  also  had  a  Birth- 
day Party  during  the  month  held  at  her  home. 


A  Rummage  sale  was  held  on  the  5th  Dec. 
and  we  were  able  to  gather  a  few  shillings 
from  the  passers-by. 

A  Christmas  Tree  Party  was  held  in  the 
evening  of  the  16th  of  December  for  the  Sun- 
day School  and  Father  Christmas  was  there 
with  a  bag  of  toys  for  the  children.  It  was 
held  in  the  Courtyard  of  the  Sydney  Spear 
home  and  everybody  present  enjoyed  them- 
selves and  had  plenty  to  eat. 

We  are  all  looking  forward  to  the  visit  of 
President  McKay  and  we  truly  hope  that  he 
will  be  able  to  spend  a  few  hours  with  us. 

EAST  LONDON  BRANCH 

Branch  President:   Elder  A.   L.  Caldwell, 
4  Baynes  Street,  Berea,  E.L. 

Reported  by  Theodora  Booysen. 

We  were  all  very  sorry  to  hear  that  Mr. 
McGill  had  been  taken  to  hospital,  but  we  are 
happy  to  report  that  he  was  allowed  to  go 
home  shortly  before  Christmas  and  is  very 
much  better. 

Also  on  our  sick  list  this  month  was  Gary 
Jubber  who  caught  the  measles,  but  he  for- 
tunately recovered  his  normal  health  before 
the  Christmas  celebrations  started  and  thus 
was  able  to  join  in  the  fun. 

"A  best  ever"  Christmas  party  was  staged 
by  the  Sunday  School  on  the  evening  of  the 
18th  December,  at  which  Santa  Claus  dis- 
tributed presents  to  all  the  under  eighteens,  not 
forgetting  Elders  Caldwell  and  Godfrey.  Our 
thanks  go  to  Sister  McCallum  who  put  in  some 
very  hard  work  and  her  helpers. 

Our  Sunday  School  Christmas  service  was 
well  attended  and  the  programme,  in  which 
both  adults  and  children  participated,  was 
greatly  enjoyed  by  all. 

The  East  London  Branch  takes  this  oppor- 
tunity of  wishing  the  members  of  the  other 
Branches  a  bright  and  happy  New  Year. 
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MOWBRAY  BRANCH 

Branch  President:  Alwin  Hubert, 
129  Beach  Road,  Mouille  Point. 

Reported  by  Beatrice  E.  Smith. 

We  are  all  thrilled  at  the  news  of  Presi- 
dent McKay's  coming  to  South  Africa,  and 
are  anxiously  awaiting  his  arrival. 

President  and  Sister  Duncan  were  the 
speakers  at  the  Fireside  Chat  which  was  held 
after  Sacrament  Service  on  the  29th  Novem- 
ber. 

We  are  very  glad  to  welcome  Brother  and 
Sister  Lionel  Bibb  and  family  to  Cape  Town 
for  a  holiday. 

On  December  1st,  the  M.I.A.  held  its  first 
Music  Festival.  This  was  under  the  direction 
of  Brother  Hugh  Helm  and  the  programme 
was  varied  and  delightful. 

Our  annual  bazaar  was  held  on  December 
5th.  The  stalls  were  full  of  fascinating 
merchandise  —  all  of  which  spoke  well  of  the 
talents  of  the  local  members.  To  Sister  Agnes 
Hubert  and  helpers  in  the  kitchen  go  our  con- 
gratulations for  a  very  fine  luncheon  —  the 
menu  was  excellent.  The  bazaar  was  a  great 
success  due  to  the  co-operation  of  all  mem- 
bers, both  old  and  young. 

The  Sunday  School  took  charge  of  the  Sac- 
rament Service  on  Sunday,  December  6th.  An 
excellent  programme  was  presented  and  those 
attending  felt  well  rewarded  for  their  presence 
there. 

Sister  Edith  Myers  has  been  in  hospital  for 
a  slight  operation.  We  pray  that  the  Lord  will 
soon  restore  her  to  full  health  again. 

The  first  of  our  Christmas  parties  was  held 
by  the  Relief  Society  on  Thursday,  10th. 
Games  and  refreshments  were  thoroughly  en- 
joyed, and  gifts  were  presented  to  each  of  the 
Sisters.  During  the  evening,  Sister  Nora 
Duncan  (on  behalf  of  the  members  of  the 
Mowbray  Relief  Society)  presented  Sister 
Theo.  Cherrett  with  a  farewell  gift  of  a  book. 
We  were  all  very  sorry  to  learn  of  the  sud- 
den death  of  Sister  Clara  Lerm,  and  our  heart- 
felt sympathy  goes  out  to  her  daughter,  Sister 
Yvonne  van  Rhyn,  Brother  Pieter  van  Rhyn 
and  the  other  members  of  the  Enslin  family. 
Funeral  services  were  held  at  Mowbray  on 
December  14th. 

A  good  crowd  of  our  members  went  picnic- 
ing  at  Crown  Forest  on  the  Day  of  the  Cov- 
enant. Peeling  noses  bear  testimony  to  the 
fact  that  the  group  really  did  enjoy  them- 
selves. 

We  held  a  Branch  Christmas  party  on  the 

18th,  which  was  really  enjoyed  by  all  present. 


To  Sister  Edith  VV'iid  goes  the  credit  of  organiz- 
ing this  very  enjoyable  party. 

Sister  Theo.  Cherrett  left  Cape  Town  on  the 
17th.  She  and  Lynette  will  be  in  good  time  to 
join  Brother  Dan  in  the  Christmas  festivities  in 
Windhoek. 

The  Sunday  School  had  an  attractive  pro- 
gramme on  the  Sunday  before  Christmas. 
Readings,  carol  singing,  an  organ  solo  and 
talks  were  well  presented  and  enjoyed  by  the 
congregation. 

Our  annual  Christmas  Tree  Party  was  held 
on  December  21st.  A  very  fine  programme 
was  arranged  and  the  arrival  of  Father  Christ- 
mas added  much  to  the  joy  of  the  night.  Gifts 
were  presented  to  all  the  children  and  refresh- 
ments were  enjoyed  by  everyone  present. 

A  group  of  M.I.A.  members,  who  went 
carolling  on  Christmas  eve,  enjoyed  singing 
the  Christmas  songs  to  the  widows  and  elderly 
folk  from  Woodstock  to  Rondebosch. 

We  trust  that  members  of  the  Church 
throughout  the  land  enjoyed  this  yuletide,  as 
much  as  the  members  of  the  Mowbray  Branch 
did. 

DURBAN  BRANCH 

Branch  President:  Elder  Lowell  D.  Wood, 
21   Bulwer  Road,  Durban. 

Reported  by  Joyce  Wahlburn. 

Months  of  hard  work  at  Fund  Raising  paid 
dividends  in  Happiness  at  the  Sunday  School 
Christmas  Tree,  held  on  the  15th  December. 
The  programme  was  excellent  and  included 
on  the  programme  was  Santa  Claus,  who 
pranced  in  as  Honoured  Guest.  Congratula- 
tions, Brother  Henning,  and  to  your  Officers 
and  Teachers,  for  a  memorable  Christmas 
Party. 

On  Sunday  morning  of  the  20th  December 
the  Sunday  School  presented  a  very  interesting 
programme  on  the  Birth  of  Christ. 

The  M.I.A.  attended  the  Carols  by  Candle- 
light Service  in  Albert  Park  on  the  22nd 
December  where  thousands  of  people,  com- 
plete with  their  candles,  gathered  for  this  even- 
ing of  goodwill. 

Sister  Lavinia  Bosse  celebrated  her  21st 
Birthday  on  the  30th  November. 

We  would  like  to  wish  Brother  Bernard 
Milne  every  success  in  his  new  venture,  that 
of  farming  in  Eshowe. 

The  infant  son  of  Brother  and  Sister  Ran- 
dall was  blessed  by  Elder  Lowell  Wood  on  the 
6th  December,  and  given  the  name  Walter 
Kenneth. 
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riger  Koeks  w .is  the  scene  of  yet  anothei 
Baptism  on  the  <>th  December,  that  o\  Brother 
i;m  Joubert.  He  was  baptised  bj  I  Ider  Wood 
and  confirmed  bj   Elder  I  ow. 

LUANSHYA  BRANCH 

Branch   President:   Douglas  Charsley, 

130  "1 ;"  Avenue,  Luanshya,  N.K. 

Reported  by  Jeanne  Charsley. 

We  were  Borry  to  lose  elders  Don   M.  I 

Baron  and  Charles  M.  Sessions  ;il  ihc  begin- 
ning of  the  month.  May  the  Lord  bless  them 
as  the)  continue  their  labours  in  the  mission 
field. 

Except  for  two  families  the  whole  of  the 
Luanshya  branch  have  migrated  South  for 
their  annual  vacations. 

An  enjoyable  Christmas  programme  was 
produced  on  Sunday.  December  20th.  by  the 
Sunday  School. 

SPRINGS  BRANCH 

Branch  President:   Reaford   Futter. 
No.  2  Compound,  Springs  Mine. 

Reported  by  Mavis  E.  Louvv. 

The  members  of  the  Springs  Branch  wish  to 
extend  a  hearty  welcome  to  Pres.  McKay  and 
party.  We  hope  that  their  stay  in  South  Africa 
will  be  a  happy  and  fruitful  one. 

On  Wednesday  the  2nd  December,  our  Dis- 
trict President,  accompanied  by  the  Springs 
Branch  President  and  one  of  his  councillors 
went  to  Benoni  to  reorganize  the  Sunday 
School  under  the  Superintendencv  of  Brother 
Tom  Charlton.  We  wish  them  every  success. 
The  progress  in  Benoni  is  certainly  encourag- 
ing. 

A  house  party  organised  at  the  home  of 
Brother  and  Sister  Troskie  by  the  Sunday 
School   was  a  great  social  success. 

The  Sunday  School  is  to  be  complimented 
on  the  fine  programme  presented  by  them  dur- 
ing this  month.  On  Sunday  the  6th  the  Even- 
ing Service  was  undei  the  direction  of  the 
Sunday  School.  The  talks  given  by  the  young 
folks  were  certainly  inspiring.  On  Christmas 
Sunday  morning  the  Sunday  School  again  put 
on  a  fine  programme. 

We  are  happy  to  welcome  Sister  Jasmine 
Patience  into  the  church.  She  was  baptized 
on  Sunday  the  13th. 

The  children  and  parents  thoroughly  en- 
joyed the  Christmas  party  organised  by  the 
officers  and  teachers  of  the  Sunday  School  on 
the  day  of  the  Covenant. 

A  fine  gesture  was  shown  by  the  children 
when  they  all  voted  that  no  presents  be  bought 
this  year,  but  that  the  money  be  donated  to 
the  building  fund  instead. 


Vk AN  \  NEWS 
Reported    h>    Ark-ne   Morris 

I  he  missionaries  are  looking  forward  to  the 
Missionary  (  onference  to  be  held  in  the  (  ape 
next  month.  It  will  certainly  be  an  honour  to 
have  President   McKay  there. 

We  were  sorry  to  have  to  pari  with  Elders 
LeBaron  and  Sessions,  who  both  left  rather 
unexpectedly  last  month.  May  the  Lord  bless 
them  in  their  new  field  of  labour. 

PORT   ELIZABETH   BRANCH 

Branch  President:  Clarence  Doller. 
18  Caithness   Road.  Walmer.   P.E. 

Reported   by    Madge   McHugh 

The  first  of  our  Christmas  Socials,  was  the 
celebrating  o(  Elder  Weinheimer's  birthday 
which  fell  on  an  M.I. A.  night.  He  was  given 
the  traditional  cardboard  cake  before  receiv- 
ing the  real  thing. 

On  Saturday.  28th  November,  the  M.I. A. 
held  a  dance  to  swell  the  building  fund. 
Decorations  were  in  the  form  of  drawings  of 
Cape  Coons,  and  the  Orchestra  was  Swanee's 
all  African  Band.  Their  tempo  made  every- 
one want  to  be  on  the  floor.  Eats  were 
donated  by  the  members  and  we  wish  to  thank 
Brother  Joe  Kozak  and  Brother  Trollip  for 
their  valuable  help  in  the  kitchen. 

The  Annual  Xmas  Tree  Party  took  place  on 
Thursday  night  the  1 0th  December.  Elder 
Hutchins  took  the  part  of  Father  Christmas. 

The  Sunday  School  took  over  the  evening 
service  on  Sunday  13th.  We  heard  some  in- 
teresting talks  from  Brothers  and  Sisters  from 
each  class,  and  little  Sylvia  Swanepoel  sang  a 
Christmas  Carol. 

On  Sunday.  6th,  Brother  Albert  Chamber- 
lain was  baptised  by  Elder  Weinheimer  and 
Brother  Edward  Anderson  was  baptised  by 
Elder  Hutchins.  We  welcome  these  two 
brethren  into  the  Church  and  hope  they  will 
be  happy  in  the  Gospel. 

Sister  Smith  has  had  to  undergo  another 
operation  and  we  hope  and  pray  for  her  com- 
plete recovery. 

We  wish  all  the  members  in  the  South 
African  Mission  a  Happy  New  Year,  and  may 
the  Lord  pour  out  his  blessings  upon  each  and 
everyone  of  you. 

PRETORIA  BRANCH 

Branch   President:   Lionel   Bibb. 
282   Preller   St..   Muckleneuk,  Pretoria. 


Reported  by  Sheila  Bibb. 

The    Branch    Christmas    Party   held    on    the 
25th   November   was   in   the   form   of   a   cold 
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supper  followed  by  a  programme  presented  by 
die  primary  children.  Father  Christmas  then 
arrived  and  gave  each  child  a  small  gilt. 

The  Bihh  family  is  at  present  away  on 
holiday  but  will  be  returning  early  in  January. 

Brother  and  Sister  Hans  Rohde  have  also 
been  away  for  a  few  days. 

We  are  happy  to  see  Sister  Cowdrey  well 
again  and  back  at  our  meetings. 

Gifts  were  exchanged  at  the  closing  social 
of  the  Priesthood  and  Relief  Society.  Sister 
Everton  also  demonstrated  how  to  make  the 
rolls  which  formed  part  of  the  refreshments. 

Three  children  have  been  blessed  recently 
in  the  branch:  Margaret  Linda  Sanders, 
daughter  of  Bro.  and  Sis.  Tommy  Sanders: 
Carline  Clarissa  Osman,  daughter  of  Edwina 
and  Ernest  Osman  and  Mary  Elizabeth 
Sanders,  daughter  of  Bro.  and  Sis.  Frank 
Sanders.  We  are  also  happy  to  welcome  into 
the  membership  of  the  Church  Margaretha 
Sanders,  wife  of  Tommy  and  her  mother. 
Margaret  Bores,  who  were  recently  baptised. 

On  Saturday,  the  19th,  the  Branch  went 
carol  singing  and  on  returning  held  a  farewell 
party  for  Elder  and  Sister  Everton  who  were 
presented  with  a  wooden  plaque  by  the 
branch. 

BENONI  NEWS 

Reported  by  Maud  M.  Taggart. 

We  are  pleased  to  report  that  a  Sunday 
School  has  been  organized  in  Benoni,  with 
Brother  Tom  Charlton  as  Superintendent: 
Sister  Charlton  as  First  Counsellor:  Brother 
Bill  Botha  as  Second  Counsellor,  and  Sister 
Pat  Yates  as  Secretary. 

This  month  we  welcomed  four  new  mem- 
bers in  to  church  membership:  Sister  Wolles- 
chak.  Brother  Prideaux,  Sister  Taggart  and 
her  daughter  Kathleen. 

We  were  sorry  to  have  to  say  "Cheerio"  to 
Elder  Hyer  whom  we  got  to  know  very  well, 
and  in  his  place  we  welcome  Elder  Lindsay, 
and  we  wish  him  much  happiness  during  his 
stay  with  us. 

On  Thursday,  the  17th,  a  Primary  Christmas 
Party  was  held  in  the  home  of  Sister  Charlton. 
It  was  attended  by  the  Elders,  children  of  the 
Primary  and  their  parents.  We  also  welcomed 
visitine  Elders  from  Johannesburg  and 
Pretoria. 

We  extend  our  sincere  thanks  to  Sister 
Charlton  for  the  excellent  preparation  and 
conducting  of  a  most  successful  evening. 


RAMAH   BRANCH 

Branch    President:    Norman    C;.    Muir, 
119  Kitchener  Avenue.  Be/.  Valley,   IHB. 

Reported  by    Man    Millan  Stark 

Ramah    Branch    was    indeed    fortunate    in 

gaining  six  new  members  as  Brother  Wilfred 
and    S  irbara    Wrench    and    their    four 

children  arrived  here  this  month  to  make 
tlieir  home.  Our  gain  has  been  Bloemlon- 
tein's  loss. 

I  he  Sunday  School  Supei  mtendencv .  with 
their  usual  thoroughness,  presented  an  im- 
pressive and  inspiring  programme  for  the 
Sunday  Sacrament  Service  this  month  when 
the  theme  "How  I  have  benefited  from  being 
a  member  of  the  Sunday  School"  was  used. 
The  young  children  in  verse  and  song 
the   hearts   of  all   present. 

Raman's  baptismal  font  has  been  used  to 
good  effect  this  month  when  new  members 
were  received  into  ine  fold  from  all  parts  ol 
the    "Iran  id    Ramah    has    tamed    bv 

having  Marcel  and  Kenneth  Copeland  enter 
tlie  waters  of  baptism.  May  the  Lords  bless- 
ings and  the  Spirit  of  the  Holy  Ghost  always 
be  v-ith  these  worthy  souls. 

Welcome  visitors  for  Christmas  have  been 
Brother  and  Sister  Everton  and  their  son 
Patrick  and  his  wife  from  Port  Elizabeth.  V\  e 
share  Myrtle's  pleasure  in  having  them  with 
us  at  meetings. 

Old  and  young  enjoyed  the  puppet  show. 
the  games,  the  refreshments,  and  especially 
the  visit  from  Father  Christmas  at  the  Sunday 
School  Christmas  Tree  Party,  and  the  exclama- 
tions from  even  the  tiniest  children  made 
Brother  and  Sister  Phipson  and  all  their  willing 
helpers  feel  that  it  was  all  worthwhile. 

The  older  folk  were  not  forgotten  when 
the  Branch  Presidency  gave  them  a  Christ- 
mas Party  at  which  presents  were  brought 
and  distributed,  and  under  the  guidance  of 
Norman  Muir  everyone  present  joined  in  the 
games  and  dancing,  and  a  wonderfully  sociable 
spirit  prevailed  reminding  everyone  of  the 
spirit  of  Christmas. 

On   Christmas   Day   members   assembled    at 

Ramah   i.i   the   evening   for   a  special    Service 

lging  of  carols  by  the  con- 

Ramah  Choir,  under  the  baton 

...i    Muir.    presented    The    Christmas 

Story.     The  reader,    fed  Tew  son.  outlined  the 

main   events   of   the   life   of   our   Lord.   Jesus 

Christ,  and  the  Choir  sang  songs  and  carols 

embellishing    the    details    in    an    accomplished 

and    gracious    manner,    reminding    all    of    the 

real  meaning  of  Christ! 
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OLD    YEAR 

By  Clarence  Urmy 

What  is  the  old  year.'     Tis  a  book 
On  which  we  backward  fondly  look, 
Not  willing,  quite,  that  it  should  close, 
For  leaves  of  violet  and  rose 
Within  its  heart  are  thickly  strewn, 
Marking  Love's  dawn  and  golden  noon; 
And  turned-down  pages,  too,  that  tell 
Of  starless  nights  and  mournful  knell, 
Of  bells  that  toll  through  troubles  air 
The  De  Profundis  of  despair; 
The  laugh,  the  tear,  the  shine,  the  shade, 
All  'twixt  the  covers  gently  laid, 
No  leaves  uncut,  no  page  unscanned  — 
Close  it  and  lay  it  in  God's  hand. 


THE    NEW    YEAR 

By  Horatio  Nelson  Powers 


A  flower  unblown:  a  book  unread; 
A  tree  with  fruit  unharvested; 
A  path  untrod;  a  house  whose  rooms 
Lack  yet  the  heart's  divine  perfumes: 
A  landscape  whose  wide  border  lies 
In  silent  shade,  'neath  silent  skies; 
A  treasure  with  its  gifts  concealed  — 
This  is  the  year  that  for  you  waits 
Beyond  tomorrow's  mystic  gates. 


HAPPY  NEW  YEAR 


TO  ALL  SUBSCRIBERS  TO 
CUMORAH'S   SOUTHERN    MESSENGER 
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